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Central varsities: HRD Mmlstry
pushes for common norms

RUHI TEWARI recommendationsofthe AM  "EEESEEEE——— it HTOPOSES NOW. iti i
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17  Pathan committee and has TH E DR AFT z F “'ll)'zere was a common g::)rrt:hn’(si::ﬁ?’ S
3 be.ep criticised for compro- e d bill consensus that MHRD will Officials s;aid the idea be-
S PARI‘ of its efforts mising t'h.e autonomyofthese has been criticised for propose apanel of five names  hind the proposal is to give
tointroduce oneleg-  universities. v compromising the as Visitor’s nominees for the  greater flexibility in appoint-

: islation for all central There are currently 40 ut f Selection Committees of each ments by re-aj

universities, the Human Re-  central universities under the autonomy o these % Hin
; n | nt : r it university across the disci- sitions within the cadre. The

source Development Ministry ~ Ministry, of which 16werecre-  URIVersities . plines of academic as well as  availability of a lar, b
has circulated the draftbillto  ated in 2009 under one Act, » : non-academic positions sep-  of candidates for g:s[:)l;m 4
allsuch varsit.ies, askingthem  while the restare governedby  bring in “greater uniformity”  arately,” the minutes state. tant professorpoixas a:;i
to revert with suggestions separate Actsof Parliament.  in terms of structure and gov- “The idea is that if one prompted this move. If the
within threqweeks. “No consensus has been  ernance, evenwhile retaining  member is not available then  norm is lmplemented., a uni-

According to minutes of evolved on the issue even theuniversities’academicau-  the next one on the panelcan  versity would be free to
| theretreat of vice-chancellors though its clear the Ministry tonomy. To “expedite the stepinand the processdoesn’t  pointan assistant rofesso:lx)n
chairedby HRD Minister Sm-  is keen on it. But yes, ques- process” of appointmentsand  get held up,”anofficialsaid.  place ofa professgr/assocmt

riti Irani in Chandigarh last) tions of autonomy and pro- ensure that the selection The Ministry has also di-  professor if it is unable to ei

week, the “Single Actfor Cen-  tecting the distinct character  process is not upheld due to  rected the V-Cs to form a com- applicants for the latter. 5
tral Universities has beqn ci:_- pf each university cannot be  the unavailabilityof one nom-  mittee to prepare a proposal Universities have also
c}llated toall Qen'tr'al Universi-  ignored,”a V-C,whoattended  inee, the Ministry hasdecided  to convert posts of professor  been asked to send all MoUs
ties for inviting their theretreat,said. topropose fivenamesas Visi-  and associate professor to as- signed by themin the last 20-25
suggestions.” e g Officials said the ideabe-  tor’s nominees for selection  sistant professor. The commit-  years to the Ministry within

The draft bill is based on  hind a single legislation is to  committees, asagainsttheone  tee will have to prepare are-  one month. i

HRD Minister: India to experience new education
policy

India is going to experience a revolution in academics, as a new education policy is going to be introduced on
the basis of academic merit and how curriculum should be taught, Human Resource Development Minister
Smriti Irani has said.

In a press conference Smriti Irani highlighted the initiatives that her ministry has put forth in the first 100 days
of the national democratic alliance government.

The discussions on the new policy are going to be carried out at the regional as well as the national level said
the minister. “We are trying that this deliberation on the national education policy begins across the country
from January 2015, and the views of all stakeholders on which course should be structured in which way will
also be taken,” added Smriti.

Smriti also informed the press that the University Grants Commission (UGC) is working on the basis of the
National Education Policy, which was framed in 1986. The National Education Policy, 1986 advocates the
10+2+3 system. Irani also added that a review of the Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) and the RTE will soon be
carried out.

“We will carry out a review on these issues. In the last 100 days, when I have met many chief ministers and
other officials even they have presented their challenges before us on these issues and even the state education
secretaries have expressed the need for a review, and we will soon have the review process,” she said.
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11Sc: High on Citation, Low on Academic
Reputation

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bangalore/l11Sc-High-on-Citation-Low-on-Academic-
Reputation/2014/09/17/article2435312.ece

BANGALORE: The only saving grace for Bangalore in the latest Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World
University Rankings announced on Tuesday is the Indian Institute of Science(l1Sc), which ranks 11th globally
for high research output. The 105-year old premier institute made a significant jump this year in the area of
citations-per-faculty, which carries a ranking weightage of 20 per cent and is an indicator of an institute’s
research output.

Last year’s rankings placed IISc 24th globally in this area. According to QS, a citation means a piece of
research being cited (referred to) within another piece of research. Generally, the more often a piece of research
is cited by others, the more influential it is. While it is high on citations, the 11Sc remains one of the top 200
institutions. In fact, apart from the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay (222), IIT Delhi (235), lIT Kanpur
(300), T Madras (322) and HIT Kharagpur (324), the 11Sc does not even figure in the top 700 institutions based
on overall indicators.

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology leads in the rankings for the third consecutive year and increased its
year-on-year citations- per-faculty by 14 per cent. Imperial College London also reported a 14 per cent increase
in this metric compared to 11 per cent by Cambridge and 2 per cent by Harvard. The California Institute of
Technology remains the world’s top university for research citations.

“To be included in the overall ranks, universities need to be active in at least two of these macro faculty areas -
arts and humanities, social sciences, life sciences and medicine, natural sciences, engineering and technology.
They must offer undergraduate and postgraduate programmes. The 11Sc is active only in one macro faculty
area,” said QS World University Rankings spokesperson Simona Bizzozero.

The 11Sc is ranked 185th for academic reputation (206 last year), but suffers on the employer reputation aspect
with a global rank of 332. It does not figure in the top 200 in the areas of facultystudent ratio, international
faculty and students. A total of 31 countries are represented in the top 200. United States is the dominant nation,
with 51 institutions, ahead of the UK (29), Germany (13), Netherlands (11), Canada (10), Japan (10) and
Australia (8).
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