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HRD Minister: India to experience new education 

policy 

India is going to experience a revolution in academics, as a new education policy is going to be introduced on 

the basis of academic merit and how curriculum should be taught, Human Resource Development Minister 

Smriti Irani has said. 

In a press conference Smriti Irani highlighted the initiatives that her ministry has put forth in the first 100 days 

of the national democratic alliance government. 

The discussions on the new policy are going to be carried out at the regional as well as the national level said 

the minister. “We are trying that this deliberation on the national education policy begins across the country 

from January 2015, and the views of all stakeholders on which course should be structured in which way will 

also be taken,” added Smriti. 

Smriti also informed the press that the University Grants Commission (UGC) is working on the basis of the 

National Education Policy, which was framed in 1986. The National Education Policy, 1986 advocates the 

10+2+3 system. Irani also added that a review of the Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) and the RTE will soon be 

carried out. 

“We will carry out a review on these issues. In the last 100 days, when I have met many chief ministers and 

other officials even they have presented their challenges before us on these issues and even the state education 

secretaries have expressed the need for a review, and we will soon have the review process,” she said. 



Page 3 of 13 

 

IISc: High on Citation, Low on Academic 

Reputation  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bangalore/IISc-High-on-Citation-Low-on-Academic-

Reputation/2014/09/17/article2435312.ece 

BANGALORE: The only saving grace for Bangalore in the latest Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World 

University Rankings announced on Tuesday is the Indian Institute of Science(IISc), which ranks 11th globally 

for high research output. The 105-year old premier institute made a significant jump this year in the area of 

citations-per-faculty, which carries a ranking weightage of 20 per cent and is an indicator of an institute’s 

research output.  

Last year’s rankings placed IISc 24th globally in this area. According to QS, a citation means a piece of 

research being cited (referred to) within another piece of research. Generally, the more often a piece of research 

is cited by others, the more influential it is. While it is high on citations, the IISc remains one of the top 200 

institutions. In fact, apart from the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay (222), IIT Delhi (235), IIT Kanpur 

(300), IIT Madras (322) and IIT Kharagpur (324), the IISc does not even figure in the top 700 institutions based 

on overall indicators.  

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology leads in the rankings for the third consecutive year and increased its 

year-on-year citations- per-faculty by 14 per cent. Imperial College London also reported a 14 per cent increase 

in this metric compared to 11 per cent by Cambridge and 2 per cent by Harvard. The California Institute of 

Technology remains the world’s top university for research citations. 

 “To be included in the overall ranks, universities need to be active in at least two of these macro faculty areas - 

arts and humanities, social sciences, life sciences and medicine, natural sciences, engineering and technology. 

They must offer undergraduate and postgraduate programmes. The IISc is active only in one macro faculty 

area,” said QS World University Rankings spokesperson Simona Bizzozero.  

The IISc is ranked 185th for academic reputation (206 last year), but suffers on the employer reputation aspect 

with a global rank of 332. It does not figure in the top 200 in the areas of facultystudent ratio, international 

faculty and students. A total of 31 countries are represented in the top 200. United States is the dominant nation, 

with 51 institutions, ahead of the UK (29), Germany (13), Netherlands (11), Canada (10), Japan (10) and 

Australia (8).    
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